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RECOGNITION 
The Nursing Program was recognized as the No. 8 of 127 nursing programs 
in California by RegisteredNurses.org, a nursing advocacy organization. 
Nursing programs were assessed on several factors that represent how 
well a program supports students towards licensure and beyond, and the 
program’s past and present first-time NCLEX-RN “pass-rates” that are 
weighted by year. The Nursing Program had a 100 percent pass rate on the 

state licensing exam, the NCLEX-RN, for the past two years in a row. More information about the 
methodology is available on the RegisteredNursing.org website.  

The Stagehouse Theatre, which features Theatre Arts productions, was awarded a Silver Star by The East 
County Californian’s “Best of East County 2020” readers’ poll. This is the sixth year in a row the 
Stagehouse Theatre has been recognized with a Gold Star/No. 1 or Silver Star/No. 2 award. The East 
County Californian is weekly newspaper that has covered the news in San Diego’s East County since 
1892. The award was announced in the newspaper’s “Best of East County” issue on Feb. 12. 

Media Communications student Steve Pollard has 
been recognized with an international film award 
for his MCOM 120: Single Camera Operations’ final 
project, “Sky Art in Borrego Springs.” Pollard won in 
the Super Short Documentary in the Sweden Film 
Awards, an international, monthly film competition. 
Pollard’s film features drone footage of the Ricardo 
Breceda’s large metal sculptures in Galleta 
Meadows Estates in Borrego Springs; Pollard 
recently completed the drone technology program in the Division of Career/Technical Education and 
Workforce Development. His film also features host Gloria Pollard, his wife and a Grossmont College 
employee. 

OUTREACH 
The Division of Career/Technical Education and Workforce Development hosted the Grossmont Union 
High School District’s College and Career Virtual Fair on Feb. 3. The division highlighted its career 
education programs as part of the event, including Administration of Justice, Business Administration, 
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Business Office Technology, Child Development and Family Studies, Culinary Arts, Computer Science and 
Information Systems, Drone Technology and Marketing, Management and International Business. The 
event is part of CTE Month®. 

February 2021 is CTE Month®, which highlights career and technical education programs and 
opportunities. Organized by the Association for Career & Technical Education, Grossmont College’s 
Division of CTE/Workforce Development will other events, including CTE Hot Spots info sessions on Feb. 
9 and 23 and Drone Technology info sessions on Feb. 11, 16 and 23. All CTE Month events can be found 
on the college website calendar. 

ENGAGEMENT 
On February 2, Grossmont College launched its annual 
Black History Month celebration of the contributions, 
history and culture of Black and African Americans. Due to 
COVID-19, all events are being live-streamed on YouTube, 
with recordings available for viewing after the live-stream 
ends. The Feb. 2 event, “The Power of the Vote 
2020:  America’s Black Vote, Black Women Voters, and 

our Nation’s First Black Woman Vice President,” was a panel co-hosted by Cross-Cultural Studies, 
Sociology and History faculty. Each week of February will feature another virtual event, including “Black 
Healing: A Forum on Addressing and Healing from Anti-Blackness & Racism” hosted by guest speaker Dr. 
Jessica Williams; “Black Leadership in Athletics: Highlighting Black Professionals and Their Experiences in 
Athletics and The Pathways to Careers in Athletics,” a panel coordinated by Associate Dean of Athletics 
Nedra Brown; and “The Day in the Life: Black Women & Men Working in STEM Fields & How to Gain 
more Representation in These Fields,” a panel coordinated by Counselor Taneisha Hellon. The calendar 
of events and promotional poster is available online. Videos of each live-stream will be available for 
viewing on the college’s YouTube channel and event organizers will post links to the live-streams and 
other resources and materials on the Black History Month webpage. 

The first week of the spring semester, known as the Week of Welcome, featured several events, 
including the Career Services and Transfer Center virtual open houses, several Career Services 
workshops, opportunities to learn more about clubs and student government, and an Intention-Setting 
Workshop. Due to COVID-19, all events were held virtually online. More information is available at 
Grossmont.edu/wow.  

RETENTION 
With the start of the spring semester, Gizmo’s Kitchen resumed its weekly fresh meal distribution in 
conjunction with Kitchens for Good, a local nonprofit dedicated to using food to transform lives and 
nourish communities by providing people with the skills and support to launch meaningful careers. Each 
week, Gizmo’s Kitchen distributes approximately 200 fresh meals to students. 

https://www.grossmont.edu/calendar.php
https://www.grossmont.edu/calendar.php
https://www.grossmont.edu/get-involved/activities-and-events-calendar/black-history-month.php
https://www.grossmont.edu/get-involved/activities-and-events-calendar/black-history-month.php
https://youtube.com/channel/UC1WYSdr5n7KdcTggxTjNArw
https://grossmont.edu/blackhistorymonth
https://grossmont.edu/wow


 
 

   
 

In early January, the Grossmont College website debuted a 
Virtual Help Center, a clearinghouse for virtual help desks. The 
Virtual Help Center features links, phone numbers and emails for 
help desks for enrollment and registration, financial aid and 
scholarships, and technology, including access to Canvas, 
WebAdvisor/Self Service and student email. A link and banner 
directing students to the Virtual Help Center is prominently 
placed on the Grossmont College website homepage. 

In late January and early February, the Grossmont College Library hosted spring semester drive-through 
distribution events. The events provided students with books, course kits for various departments, 
technology resources such as calculators, laptops and Wi-Fi hotspots, and much more. A full schedule of 
distribution events is available online. 

With the start of classes, the Grossmont 
College Bookstore continues to serve students 
in new ways in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. While textbooks have always been 
available for delivery by mail, the bookstore 
recently instituted curbside pick-up for 
students. When students arrive on campus to 
pick up their textbooks and other materials, a 
bookstore employee will ride a bicycle to their parked vehicle located near the Grossmont College 
Transit Center.  

In an effort to re-enroll students on academic probation, Counseling Services is hosting regular “Getting 
Back on Track” workshops. The workshops, which are hosted at various times and dates, are designed 
for students who need assistance in understanding their academic status. The workshops provide 
students with valuable information and the tools necessary to be successful. During the workshops, 
students also meet representatives from Financial Aid, Success Coaches, Tutoring and Counseling. 

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY 
College Planning and Institutional Effectiveness recently announced its virtual Annual Planning Forum 
series, which will replace the one-day, in-person Annual Planning Forum. The forum series will take 
place on the third Friday of each month, from 1 – 4 p.m. on Feb. 19, March 19 and April 16. Each session 
will be informed by key take-aways from program review, curriculum, annual unit planning and 
assessment. 

https://www.grossmont.edu/help-center/distribution/index.php
https://www.grossmont.edu/help-center/distribution/index.php
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